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To Every Season - Preparing yourself and your vehicle for your next road trip  

When it comes to traveling, nothing beats that initial moment of getting behind the wheel, gazing forward 
through the windshield at the road ahead and stealing a glance at the mundane evaporating behind you in the 
rear view mirror. A road trip can be as spontaneous as going to Shariôs in the middle of the night, or as involved 
as planning to run the family minivan all the way to Mexico on your churchôs annual missions trip. Preparation is 
the first step regardless. 

The one thing that will ruin your trip faster than anything is if the vehicle making the trip isn't up to the task of 
travel. A breakdown or other mechanical woes halfway through the middle of nowhere can obviously put a 
damper on momentous fun. Preparing the vehicle is just as important as planning the trip itself. Road trip 
requirements can also vary by the season. Different seasons bring with them unique mechanical demands on 
automobiles. 

Ÿ Thawing of Wills  

Springtime is a time of great joy for the cabin feverish. The melting of the snow and ice may also reveal 
mechanical issues masked by the deep freeze of winter. As they say in Vermont, spring is finding out that the 
only thing holding your car together was the ice. Cooling system gremlins, such as clogged radiators, 
malfunctioning thermostats, or on-the-edge-of-failing water pumps may sleep unnoticed due to sub-zero 
temperatures. Warm weather may manifest these cooling problems. Spring is the time to get the cooling system 
in order before the thermometer edges into the red outside, and on the dashboard. 

Ever notice all the steaming cars on the side of the road on the first hot day of the year? Springtime is also a 
good time to check the air pressure in the spare tire, and remove all the flotsam and jetsam that's collected in 
the trunk and floors. Remember that anything that adds weight will make the engine work harder. Fuel economy 
will definitely suffer. 

Ÿ Long Days  

As spring stretches into summer, thoughts of longer road trips come along with the longer days. Preparing a 
vehicle for the long haul in hot weather is of utmost importance before hitting the road. Become familiar with all 
fluid filling locations, and top off with only the recommended oil, coolant, power steering, and windshield washer 
fluid. Hauling along some extra of the latter is especially important if heading for bug country. 

Tires and brakes must be up for the task. Tire grooves are built to channel away water and keep the rubber 
on the road. Sudden rain showers and storms in summer make tread depth an issue of life and death. 
Inspecting the brake system along with replacing the brake fluid and bleeding the system of air is also a smart 
move before heading out on the first long road trip of the year. 

Ÿ Falling Forward  

Fall is a time to take in the foliage, and to reflect on 
the passing summer as it turns to winter. Fall is also a 
great time to care for the bug battered vehicle exterior. 
A thorough cleansing followed by a quality coat of wax 
will help keep the paint looking good whether puttering 
through the Cascades, or motoring along the Oregon 
coast.  (Continued on the next page) 

 

- Not Valid On Oil Change - 
You must present this coupon at time of service.  Coupon will not be 

accepted after repair is completed and paid for.  One coupon per person 
per repair order. Cannot combine with other coupons. 

Valid Through March 31, 2010  
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Keep your brake system operating at maximum efficiency. 

476-9646 Valuable Coupon - Present at STAR Automotive Service Desk Regularly $99.99 
 Brake Fluid System Flush  
 Exceeds car manufacturer specifications 

  
 

We flush your hydraulic brake system and refill with synthetic high performance DOT 4 brake fluid.    

You Must Present This Coupon At Time Of Service.  This Coupon Expires On 03/31/2010. 

(Continued from front page) 

Even better is that a quality coat of wax should protect paint for months at a time. Preparing the exterior for 
the ravages of road debris in the fall is good work for the coming winter. Fall is also a good time to shake the 
leaves and dirt out of the air intake and filter. Replace the air filter according to service schedule, or if just plain 
clogged with crud. Changing out the air filter is an easy task, and can restore performance and mileage over 
that of a clogged unit.  At STAR we check your air filter at every oil change! 

Ÿ Old Man Winter  

Winter requires special preparedness depending on the weather severity. On top of the list are snow tires. 
While an all-season tire will pass over a mild dusting of the slushy stuff, purpose-manufactured snow tires are 
the only answer when it comes to driving in real winter. Frequent winter road trippers often have a set of snow 
tires mounted on wheels already, so preparing for winter is a snap. 

Be certain anti-lock brake and traction control systems are working properly. All the four-wheel or AWD 
systems in the world do nothing to stop a vehicle on slippery surfaces. Heavy-duty windshield wipers can help 
sweep thick snow and ice off the windshield. Scrapers and other de-icing devices stowed in the trunk will come 
in handy for removing frosted window freeze. A counterintuitive winter tip to banish interior window fog is to run 
the AC at full blast for a few seconds. The interior fog is caused by moisture, which AC excels at removing. 

Ÿ Prepare Yourself  

Preparing for a road trip in any season involves preparing the driver and passengers along with the vehicle. 
Proper rest is the first step before any drive. Never drive a vehicle while tired. Pull over to a safe location and 
take a short nap, or grab a hotel room. A working cell phone with a fresh battery along with a roadside survival 
kit are also required packing. Drinking water, blankets, and some non-perishable foodstuffs should be part of 
any road trip. 

The computer and Internet are invaluable research tools. Knowing the most about where you're going will 
help you to get there. Signing up for automated vehicle manager (www.vehiclemanager.com) can help you 
manage oil changes, and other service intervals by sending reminder e-mails to you. The oil won't change itself, 
after all. If all else fails, a roadside assistance plan can be the best money ever spent. Buyers beware, though: 
Let research be your guide.       Many thanks to Mike Bumbeck at Valvoline for this information. 

12 - Engine Cooling System Service  
- Radiator Flush -  

 
¶ Pressure test engine cooling system. 
¶ Inspect belts, hoses, clamps, heater core, 

and radiator. 
¶ Pressure flush system. 
¶ Includes fresh antifreeze & labor. 

Valid Through March 31, 2010  
$79.99 Value .  Make your car last longer. 

You Must Present This Coupon At Time Of Service. 
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Ingredients  

5 squares (1-oz./28 g each) white chocolate 
1/4 cup whipping cream 
4 oz. cream cheese, softened 
1/2 tsp. liquid green food coloring 
1/2 tsp. vanilla or peppermint extract 
1/2 cup powdered sugar 
1 cup whipping cream, whipped until stiff 
1 9-inch graham cracker or chocolate crumb crust 
1/2 cup mint chocolate chips or green melting wafers 
(the kind for candy-making) 
additional candies or sprinkles, if desired 

 

 

 

 

Cooking Instructions  
Ÿ In a large, microwave-safe bowl, combine the white 

chocolate and 1/4 cup of the whipping cream. 
Microwave on high power, 30 seconds at a time, 
stirring after each time, until the chocolate is 
completely melted and the mixture is smooth. 

Ÿ With an electric mixer, beat the softened cream 
cheese, the green food coloring, the vanilla or 
peppermint extract and the powdered sugar into 
the chocolate mixture until everything is evenly 
blended. 

Ÿ Gently fold in the whipped cream, taking care not to 
deflate the cream, until no white streaks remain. 

Ÿ Spoon into the prepared crumb crust, cover with 
plastic wrap and chill for at least 4 hours or 
overnight. 

Ÿ Melt the chocolate chips or green melting wafers in 
a double boiler over hot water, stirring until smooth. 
Drizzle over top of the chilled pie, and then return 
to the refrigerator until set. If you wish, you can 
decorate the top of the pie with additional green 
candies or sprinkles before serving. 

Joleneôs Corner 
The month of March had a lot going on.  Itôs March Madness for the college basketball team.  March also is 

supposed to ñComes in like a lion and goes out like a lambò.  It is also St. Patrickôs Day.  So if youôre getting tired 
of Corned Beef and Cabbage on the 17th, here are three recipes for a great St. Patrickôs Day feast.  Enjoy and 
have a great March. 

Traditional Irish Stew  

Ingredients  

2 lbs. boneless lamb shoulder, cut into 1-inch cubes 
4 medium potatoes, sliced 1/2 inch thick 
2 medium onions, sliced 1/4 inch thick 
2 stalks celery, sliced 1/4 inch thick 
4 medium carrots, peeled and sliced 1/4 inch              

thick 
1 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. black pepper 
1/2 tsp. thyme 
1 cup water 
2 tbsp. chopped fresh parsley 

Cooking Instructions  

Ÿ Preheat the oven to 325 degrees F                    . 
Ÿ In a large Dutch oven or covered casserole, layer 

the ingredients in the following order: lamb cubes, 
sliced potatoes, sliced onions, sliced celery, sliced 
carrots, sprinkling each layer with salt, pepper and 
thyme. 

Ÿ Add the water to the pot, cover, and slowly bring to 
a boil over medium-low heat. 

Ÿ Let simmer for 5 minutes, then transfer the pot to 
the oven and bake, without lifting the lid or stirring, 
for 2 to 2-1/2 hours or until the lamb is tender. 

Ÿ Sprinkle with chopped parsley, stir very gently to 
mix (the potatoes will be very soft) and serve. 

Irish Soda Bread  

Ingredients  
4 tablespoons sweet butter, softened 
½ cup sugar 
2 large eggs 
4 cups all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
½ teaspoon baking soda 
½ teaspoon salt 
1½ cups buttermilk 
1 cup currants 

 

 

 

 

Cooking Instructions  
Ÿ Butter a cookie sheet. Heat oven to 350 degrees F. 

In a large bowl beat butter and sugar together to 
combine. Add eggs, one at a time, beating well after 
each addition. 

Ÿ In a medium bowl whisk flour, baking powder, 
baking soda, and salt to combine. 

Ÿ Beginning and ending with flour mixture alternately 
add flour and buttermilk, beating well after each 
addition. Stir in currants. 

Ÿ On a generously floured hard surface knead the 
dough about 4 minutes until smooth and not sticky, 
adding flour as needed. 

Ÿ Form into 7½-inch round. Transfer to prepared 
cookie sheet.  Etch an x in the top of the loaf. 

Ÿ Bake about 1 hour 10 minutes or until it sounds 
hollow when tapped on. Move to a rack to cool 
completely before slicing. 

Leprechaun Pie  
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We Fix Cars Right.  

www.stargp.com  

Know Your Rights!  
As a new car owner, did you know that federal law prohibits a car dealer 

from requiring you to have service done at their location in order to 

preserve your new car warranty?  Did you know that you have the right 

to choose your own automotive service provider and choose what parts 

are used?  Choosing an automotive service facility other than a new car 

dealership to service your vehicle will not void or alter the terms of your original manufacturers new car warranty 

These rights are afforded to you by the Magnuson-Moss Warranty Improvement Act of 1975. 

The only exceptions are: 

1. If your car breaks down due to a defective part that is still covered under warranty. 

2. You are notified of a recall for defective parts that are to be replaced for FREE. 

3. The federal trade commission has published a notice that specific parts are required. 

These are the only instances where a visit to the dealer might be necessary.  Otherwise, all you have to do to 

keep a new car warranty in force is to have your car serviced at the intervals specified in your ownerôs manual or 

warranty booklet and keep records (the date, odometer reading, make, model, VIN (vehicle identification 

number), and itemization of parts used and services performed. 

Save time, hassles and money by choosing STAR Automotive for the care and maintenance of your new car, 

van or truck.  We can service your vehicle from the first day you own it.  After all, it is your choice! 

If you ever have any questions about your new car warranty, give us a call at 541-476-9646 

ñFirst weôre going to run some tests 

to help pay off the machineò 



 

- Not Valid On Oil Change - 
You must present this coupon at time of service.  Coupon will not be 

accepted after repair is completed and paid for.  One coupon per person 
per repair order. Cannot combine with other coupons. 

Valid Through October 30, 2009  

 

Be sure that your brake fluid is not contaminated.  
You Must Present This Coupon At Time Of Service.  No Exceptions. 

Valid Through September 30, 2009  
$24.55 Value .  Be confident that your brake fluid will not boil and fail. 

12 - Engine Cooling System Service  
Radiator Flush - Winterize Service  

 
¶ Pressure test engine cooling system. 
¶ Inspect belts, hoses, clamps, heater core, 

and radiator. 
¶ Pressure flush system. 
¶ Includes fresh antifreeze & labor. 

Valid Through December 31, 2009  
$79.99 Value .  Make your car last longer. 

You Must Present This Coupon At Time Of Service. 

 13 - Power Steering Flush & Service  
       Reduces Noise & Improves Response 

 Only $129.99 

Improve Steering Response!  Recommended Every Two Years! 

 10B - Instant Performance System  
 3 Part Fuel Injection Service 

 Only $129.99 

Improve Fuel Economy & Performance! Eliminate carbon buildup. 

 11 - Automatic Transmission Flush  
 Complete Service & Flush. 

 Only $269.99 most vehicles 

Recommended Every 15,000 miles when towing or extreme use. 

 10A - Fuel Rail / Injection Service  
 Pressure clean your fuel injectors. 

 Only $99.99 

Improve Fuel Economy & Performance!  Recommended once a year! 

          14 - Brake Fluid Flush  
 Pressure Flush Brake System 

 Only $99.99 

 Recommended Every Two Years! 

Our Famous 22 Point Vehicle Safety Inspection  
Donôt get stranded.  Our ASE Certified technicians perform a comprehensive vehicle inspection.  This detailed 
inspection includes safety related items such as brakes, chassis, driveline and lights along with most fluid 
levels. 



Must present coupon at time of service.  Offer valid through November 30, 2009 

Must present coupon at time of service.  Offer valid through November 30, 2009 

Must present coupon at time of service.  Offer valid through November 30, 2009 

Must present coupon at time of service.  Offer valid through November 30, 2009 

Must present coupon at time of service.  Offer valid through November 30, 2009 

Must present coupon at time of service.  Offer valid through November 30, 2009 

Recommended Every 30,000 miles or 
Recommended Every 15,000 miles when towing or extreme use. 

Winterize 
These Valvoline Professional Services will help you keep 

your vehicles operating properly throughout all seasons.  

Performed by our ASE Certified technicians,  you are assured 
of quality maintenance and service every time.  

Ƃ  Our Cooling System Service includes an inspection of all 

belts and hoses.  Contaminated coolant can cause your 

radiator to plug or your water pump to prematurely fail.  

Ƃ  Every time you press on your brake, about 2000 lbs of 

pressure is applied throughout your brake system.  

Contaminated brake fluid will cause premature failure of 

expensive brake components, such as a master cylinder, 

caliper, booster, or wheel cylinder.  

ƂOur Brake Fluid Flush meets or exceeds original equipment 

manufacturerõs recommendations. 

Ƃ  Clean your fuel injectors regularly with our Fuel Rail / 

Injection Service and you may experience improved engine 

performance.  

Ƃ  Carbon often builds up on fuel injection components, such 

as the throttle body intake.  Carbon deposits also can build up 

in the combustions chamber.  Our Instant Performance 

System  is designed to remove carbon deposits and improve 

performance.  

Ƃ  Our Power Steering Flush and Service  removes 

contaminated fluid which we then replace with synthetic fluid 

and a sealer.  A wise investment to maintain and prevent 

expensive repairs.  

Ƃ  The only method to completely remove all contaminated 

transmission fluid is an Automatic Transmission Flush .  

Prevent premature failure and expensive repairs.  

14 Brake Fluid Flush  

           Only $79.99 most vehicles 

 Recommended Every Two Years! 

 10B Instant Performance System  

 Only $79.99 3 Part Service 

 Eliminate Carbon Buildup! 

 10A Fuel Rail / Injection Service  

 Only $79.99  

 Improve Fuel Economy & Performance! 

 13 Power Steering Flush & Service  

 Only $79.99 most vehicles 

 Recommended Every Two Years! 

 11 Premium Transmission Service  

 Only $219.99 most vehicles 

  

12W Cooling System Service  

          Only $49.99 most vehicles 

 Recommended Every Two Years! 

Keep your brake system operating at maximum efficiency. 

476-9646 Valuable Coupon - Present at STAR Automotive Service Desk Regularly $99.99 
 Brake Fluid System Flush  
 Exceeds car manufacturer specifications 

  
 

We flush your hydraulic brake system and refill with synthetic high performance DOT 4 brake fluid.    

You Must Present This Coupon At Time Of Service.  This Coupon Expires On 12/31/2009. 

Our Famous 22 Point Vehicle 
Safety Inspection  

Donôt get stranded.  Our ASE Certified 
technicians perform a comprehensive vehicle 
inspection.  This detailed inspection includes 
safety related items such as brakes, chassis, 
driveline and lights along with most fluid levels. 

You Must Present This Coupon At Time Of Service.  No Exceptions. 

Only $40.25   FREE 
 

Valid Through February 26, 2010  
$40.25 Value .  Be prepared for Spring Break. 



Up To $100.00 Off Any Service Work  
Pay To The Order Of:  Our Preferred Customer  

 You Spend This On  You Save This On  

 Labor & Parts  Labor & Parts  

 $  50.00 - $100.00 Save $10.00 
 $101.00 - $200.00 Save $15.00 
 $201.00 - $300.00 Save $20.00 
 $301.00 - $400.00 Save $30.00 
 $401.00 - $500.00 Save $40.00 
 $501.00 - $700.00 Save $50.00 
 $701.00 - $900.00 Save $75.00 
 $901.00 And Over  Save $100.00 

Up To 
 
 
 

Off  
With This Coupon  

Valid client coupon.  Limit:  One coupon per valued client.  One coupon per transaction.  The discount value will be 
based on final invoice amount for parts and labor.  This offer is not valid for use with insurance deductibles.  This 
offer is valid for use with all specials.  This offer may not be combined with other discount coupons.  Please present 
to service advisor upon arrival.  Coupon valid only when presented to service advisor at time of writing up the 
vehicle.  May not be used to apply on previous charges.  Cars and light trucks. Not valid for commercial vehicles. 

Offer expires January 29. 2010  Must Present This Coupon.  

Premium Transmission Service & Flush 
     If you donõt want to replace your automatic transmission, 
youõd better be servicing it.  This means a filter change (or 
cleaning) and flush at the  auto manufacturerõs recommended 
intervals.  You need to service your transmission more 
frequently if you tow or drive in a lot of stop -and-go traffic.  
     Includes drop pan and replace or clean filter.  

This service will: 
¶ Satisfy warranties 
¶ Flush contaminants from your transmission and torque    
 converter 
¶ Exchange fluid with semi-synthetic MaxLife ATF 
¶ Extend your transmissionõs life (provided routinely serviced since new)

 $199.99 
We flush your transmission until the fluid flows clean.  This often takes as much as 30 quarts 
or more of MaxLife automatic transmission fluid.  

Valid through February 26. 2010.  Must Present This Coupon.  Cannot combine with other discount coupons.  

Most Vehicles. Valvoline MaxLife ATF only; meets or exceeds Dexron III specifications. 


